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(57) ABSTRACT

For use in a communication system where communication is
carried out by setting a packet handling operation (flow
entry) in the nodes by a control device, the present invention
provides a configuration in which statistical information
may be collected at a desired information granularity level
without increasing the control load of the control device. A
node of the communication system includes a packet pro-
cessing unit that processes a received packet according to a
packet handling operation defining a matching rule and
processing of a packet that matches the matching rule; and
a statistical information recording unit that records statistical
information on a packet according to a division different
from the matching rule, and a statistical information collec-
tion device is provided that issues an instruction on a
division, according to which the statistical information is to
be recorded, to the node and collects the statistical infor-
mation.

21 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, NODE,
STATISTICAL INFORMATION COLLECTION
DEVICE, STATISTICAL INFORMATION
COLLECTION METHOD AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention claims priority from Japanese Pat-
ent Application 2010-165621 (filed on Jul. 23, 2010) the
content of which is hereby incorporated in its entirety by
reference into this specification.

The present invention relates to a communication system,
a node, a statistical information collection device, a statis-
tical information collection method, and a computer-read-
able storage medium storing a program, and more particu-
larly to a communication system that includes nodes each of
which processes a received packet according to a packet
handling operation that matches the received packet, a node,
a statistical information collection device, a statistical infor-
mation collection method, and a computer-readable storage
medium storing program.

TECHNICAL FIELD
Background

Recently, the technology called OpenFlow is proposed
(see Patent Literature 1 and Non-Patent Literatures 1 and 2).
OpenFlow identifies communications as end-to-end flows
and performs path control, failure recovery, load balancing,
and optimization on a per-flow basis. An OpenFlow switch,
which functions as a forwarding node (hereinafter abbrevi-
ated simply to “node”), has a secure channel for communi-
cation with an OpenFlow controller that serves as a control
device, and operates according to the flow table to which
information is added, and whose contents are rewritten,
according to an instruction from the OpenFlow controller as
necessary. In the flow table, a set of the following three is
defined for each flow: a matching rule (Header Fields)
against which a packet header is matched, flow statistical
information (Counters), and an action (Actions) that defines
processing contents (see FIG. 7).

For example, when a packet is received, the OpenFlow
switch searches the flow table for an entry that has a
matching rule (see Header fields in FIG. 7) that matches the
header information of the received packet. If an entry
matching the received packet is found as a result of the
search, the OpenFlow switch updates the flow statistical
information (Counters) and performs the processing con-
tents (packet transmission from a specified port, flooding,
discard, etc.), described in the action field of the entry, for
the received packet. On the other hand, if an entry matching
the received packet is not found as a result of the search, the
OpenFlow switch forwards the received packet to the Open-
Flow controller via the secure channel, requests the Open-
Flow controller to determine a packet path based on the
transmission source/destination of the received packet,
receives a flow entry for the packet path, and updates the
flow table. In this way, the OpenFlow switch forwards a
packet using an entry, stored in the flow table, as the packet
handling operation.

In addition, the OpenFlow controller has the function to
collect the flow statistical information (Counters) updated
each time a packet is processed as described above (visu-
alization function). FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a list of flow
statistical information (Counters) stored in the OpenFlow
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2

switch described in Non-Patent Literature 2(see “3.2 Coun-
ters” in Non-Patent Literature 2).

Patent Literature 1

International Publication W0O2008/095010

NPL 1: Nick McKeown and seven other authors, “Open-
Flow: Enabling Innovation in Campus Networks”, [online],
[Searched on Jul. 6, 2010]

NPL 2: “Openflow Switch Specification” Version 1.0.0.
(Wire Protocol OxOl) [Searched on Jul. 6, 2010]

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

The disclosures of Patent Literature and Non-Patent Lit-
eratures given above are hereby incorporated by reference
into this specification. The following analysis is given by the
present invention.

First, with reference to FIG. 9, the following describes the
flow in which flow statistical information is collected by the
OpenFlow controller described in Patent Literature 1 and
Non-Patent Literatures 1 and 2 given above. When an
external node 310 transmits a first data packet to an external
node 320, this packet arrives first at a node 210 to which the
external node is connected (step S901).

When the packet is received, the node 210 searches the
flow table for an entry having a matching rule (matching
key) that matches the header information of the packet.
However, since this packet is the first packet, there is no
matching entry. So, the node 210 buffers the received packet
and then transmits a new flow detection notification message
(Packet-In message) to a control device (controller) 100
(step S902). This Packet-In message includes the informa-
tion necessary for identifying the flow (for example, MAC
(Media Access Control) address, IP (Internet Protocol)
address, and port number (those of both transmission source
and transmission destination)) as well as the packet receiv-
ing port information. Although it is assumed in the above
description that the node 210 buffers the received packet and
transmits the information, necessary for identifying the flow,
to the control device (controller) 100, the node 210 may also
transmit the received packet itself to the control device
(controller) 100.

When the Packet-In message is received, the control
device (controller) 100 creates the matching rule (matching
key: see fields “InPort” to “TCP/UDP src port” in FIG. 7) of
the new entry based on the received information, determines
a timer value to be applied to the entry, confirms the position
of the external node 320 that is the destination, and calcu-
lates the packet forwarding path from the external node 310
to the external node 320. In the description below, it is
assumed that the path, via which the packet is forwarded
from the node 210 to a node 220 and then to a node 230, is
calculated as a result of the path calculation.

Next, the control device (controller) 100 creates an entry
for each of the nodes 210-230, wherein the created entry
includes an action for forwarding a packet, which matches
the matching rule (matching key) of this new entry, along the
forwarding path as well as a timer value, and sets the created
entry in each of the nodes 210-230 using the FlowMod
message (step S903).

After the entries are set in the nodes 210-230, the node
210 forwards the buffered packet to the node 220 according
to the entry that has been set (step S904-1). Because the
entries are already set in the nodes 220 and 230 on the
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forwarding path of this packet, this packet is forwarded to
the node 220 and then to the node 230 and arrives at the
external node 320 (step S904-2, step S904-3).

After that, a packet transmitted from the external node
310 to the external node 320 is forwarded via the node 210,
node 220, and node 230 in this order (step S905-1 to S905-4)
and, for each forwarding, the flow statistical information
(number of received packets, number of received data bytes,
etc., for each entry) is updated in each node.

When the control device (controller) 100 transmits the
Stats-Req message, which specifies a particular entry, to an
arbitrary node (for example, node 230) at an arbitrary point
of time, for example, at a fixed interval, to confirm the
communication amount, the node 230 uses the Stats-Rsp
message to transmit the flow statistical information, related
to the corresponding entry, to the control device (controller)
100.

Now, consider the case in which the external node 310
transmits a data packet of another communication to the
external node 320. Because this data packet is transmitted
via the communication different from the first communica-
tion described above, the source/destination MAC address
and the source/destination IP address have the same con-
figurations as the configurations used in the first communi-
cation but the source/destination port numbers are different
from the source/destination port numbers used in the first
communication.

In this case, too, the Packet-In message is transmitted, the
flow entry is set in each node, and the packet is forwarded
(steps S911 to S915-4) according to the same procedure as
that in steps S901-S905-4 described above.

At this time, when the control device (controller) 100
transmits the Stats-Req message, which specifies a particular
entry, to an arbitrary node (for example, node 230) to
confirm the communication amount, the node 230 uses the
Stats-Rsp message to transmit the flow statistical informa-
tion, related to the entry, to the control device (controller)
100.

According to the method described in Non-Patent Litera-
ture 2, entries having different port numbers or VLAN IDs
may be individually created and set to allow the flow
statistical information on two communications to be col-
lected for use in network load management or accounting
processing as described above even in the communication
between the same pair of external nodes. However, the
problem is that this method leads to an increase in the
control load of the control device (controller) 100.

On the other hand a wild card may be specified for a part
(for example, the port number in the above example) of the
matching rule (matching key) as described in Non-Patent
Literatures 1 and 2 to forward the packets of two commu-
nications using the same entry as shown in FIG. 10 and
thereby to decrease the control load of the control device
(controller) 100. However, the problem in this case is that
the flow statistical information is collected on an entry basis,
not on individual communication basis.

It is an object thereof to provide a configuration for use in
a communication system where a control device, such as the
OpenFlow controller described in Non-Patent Literatures 1
and 2, sets a packet handling operation (flow entry) in each
node for carrying out communication wherein statistical
information, which is not constrained by the packet handling
operation (flow entry) and is recorded at any information
granularity level, may be obtained with no increase in the
control load of the control device. In the description below,
statistical information recorded and managed in the counter
in a flow entry is called “flow statistical information” while
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4

statistical information, collected according to the present
invention and recorded on a division basis (information
granularity) different from that of the flow statistical infor-
mation, is called “statistical information”.

According to a first aspect, there is provided a commu-
nication system comprising a node comprising a packet
processing unit that processes a received packet according to
a packet handling operation, the packet handling operation
defining a matching rule and processing of a packet that
matches the matching rule; and a statistical information
recording unit that records statistical information on a packet
according to a division different from the matching rule; and
a statistical information collection device that issues an
instruction on a division, according to which the statistical
information is to be recorded, to the node and collects the
statistical information.

According to a second aspect, there is provided a node
comprising a packet processing unit that processes a
received packet according to a packet handling operation,
the single packet handling operation defining a matching
rule and processing of a packet that matches the matching
rule; and a statistical information recording unit that records
statistical information on a packet according to a division
different from the matching rule.

According to a third aspect, there is provided a statistical
information collection device that issues an instruction on a
division, different from the matching rule, to the node
described above as a statistical information recording divi-
sion and collects the statistical information.

According to a fourth aspect, there is provided a statistical
information collection method comprising the steps of issu-
ing, by a statistical information collection device, an instruc-
tion on a division, different from a matching rule, to a node
as a statistical information recording division, the statistical
information collection device connected to the node com-
prising a packet processing unit that processes a received
packet according to a packet handling operation, the packet
handling operation defining the matching rule and process-
ing of a packet that matches the matching rule; recording, by
the node, statistical information on a packet according to the
instructed division; and collecting, by the statistical infor-
mation collection device, the statistical information. This
method is associated with a particular machine that is a node
for recording statistical information on a packet according to
the instruction from the statistical information collection
device.

According to a fifth aspect, there is provided a computer-
readable storage medium storing a program that causes a
computer to perform processing, the computer configuring a
node comprising a packet processing unit that processes a
received packet according to a packet handling operation,
the packet handling operation defining a matching rule and
processing of a packet that matches the matching rule
wherein the program causes the computer to perfoi in
processing of recording statistical information on a packet
according to a division, different from the matching rule,
according to an instruction from a predetermined statistical
information collection device. This program may be
recorded on a computer-readable storage medium. That is,
the present invention may be embodied as a computer
program product.

The meritorious effects of the present invention are sum-
marized as follows.

For use in a communication system where communication
is carried out by setting a packet handling operation (flow
entry) in the nodes by a control device, statistical informa-
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tion may be collected at a desired information granularity
level without increasing the control load of the control
device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the overview of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the configuration of a first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a
control device (controller) in the first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a
node in the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a sequence diagram showing the operation of a
second embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing the configuration of a flow
entry described in Non-Patent Literature 2.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a list of flow statistical
information items described in Non-Patent Literature 2.

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing an example of the
flow statistical information collection operation.

FIG. 10 is a sequence diagram showing another example
of the flow statistical information collection operation.

PREFERRED MODES

First, the following describes the overview of the disclo-
sure. As shown in FIG. 1, a communication system of an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure comprises
nodes 210-230 each of which comprises a packet processing
unit that processes a received packet according to a packet
handling operation, the packet handling operation defining a
matching rule and processing of a packet that matches the
matching rule; and a statistical information recording unit
that records statistical information on a packet according to
a division different from the matching rule; and a statistical
information collection device 100A that issues an instruction
on a division, according to which the statistical information
is to be recorded, to the node and collects the statistical
information. Although the reference numerals of the figures
are added to the elements for convenience sake to help
understanding the description, the present invention is not
limited to the mode shown in the figures.

In addition to the update of flow statistical information
described in Non-Patent Literature 2, the nodes 210-230
record statistical information on packets according to a
division different from the matching rule. The statistical
information collection device 100A collects statistical infor-
mation on the packets from the nodes 210-230.

For example, in a system where packets are forwarded
according to a matching rule in which a destination port
number is not specified as shown in the arrow in the center
of FIG. 1 (this forwarding manner is similar to that in FIG.
10), the present invention causes the nodes 210-230 to
record more detailed statistical information subdivided
according to a destination port number, allowing statistical
information to be collected at an information granularity
level equivalent to that of the flow statistical information
shown in the sequence diagram in FIG. 9 described above.
Although statistical information is collected according to the
destination port number in the example shown in FIG. 1, not
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6
only the header field items shown in FIG. 7 but also the
header information in a higher-level layer may be used to
record statistical information.

The statistical information collected in this way may be
used for traffic monitoring/management or accounting pro-
cessing by communication type. Note that the statistical
information collection device 100A may be configured by
adding the statistical information recording division instruc-
tion function and the statistical information collection func-
tion to the OpenFlow controller described in Non-Patent
Literatures 1 and 2 or by an information processing device
other than the OpenFlow controller described in Non-Patent
Literatures 1 and 2.

First Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described more in detail below with reference to
the drawings. FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the configuration
of the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 shows multiple nodes 210-230, a control device
(controller) 100 that sets a packet handling operation (flow
entry) in the multiple nodes to control the nodes, and
external nodes 310 and 320 that communicate with each
other via a network composed of the multiple nodes 210-
230.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the detailed configuration of
the control device (controller) 100 shown in FIG. 2. Refer-
ring to FIG. 3, the control device (controller) 100 comprises
a flow entry database (flow entry DB) 101 in which pro-
cessing rules packet handling operations (flow entries)
exemplified in FIG. 7 and each composed of a matching rule
(matching key), an action (including a timer value), and flow
statistical information are stored, an statistical information
management unit 102, a topology management unit 103, a
path/action calculation unit 104, a flow entry management
unit 105, a control message processing unit 106, and a node
communication unit 107 that communicates with the nodes
210-230. Each of the units operates as follows.

The statistical information management unit 102 issues an
instruction on a packet statistical information recording
division to an arbitrary node and collects and manages the
statistical information from the node. As a method to specify
a recording division of the packet statistical information, is
one method may be mentioned that additionally specifies a
wildcard-specified field which is one of the fields of the
matching rule (matching key) of the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry). This method allows distinctive statistical
information to be collected for the packets to which the same
packet handling operation is applied but which include in
this field a value different from that of other packets.

In addition, the statistical information management unit
102 may use the Stats-Req/Stats-Rsp message described
above or an equivalent message to collect statistical infor-
mation via the control message processing unit 106 and the
node communication unit 107.

The topology management unit 103 builds and manages
network topology information based on the connection
relation among the nodes 210-230 collected via the node
communication unit 107.

The path/action calculation unit 104 determines a packet
forwarding path, an action to be executed by the nodes
210-230 on the forwarding path, and a timer value that is the
expiration period of the packet handling operation, based on
the statistical information collected and managed by the
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statistical information management unit 102 and the network
topology information built by the topology management unit
103.

The flow entry management unit 105 creates a matching
rule (matching key) based on the information received from
a node, registers the result calculated by the path/action
calculation unit 104 into the flow entry DB 101 as a packet
handling operation (flow entry), and sets the packet handling
operation (flow entry) in response to a request to add or
update the packet handling operation (flow entry) from the
nodes 210-230.

The control message processing unit 106 analyzes a
control message received from the nodes 210-230 and
passes the control message information to the corresponding
processing means in the control device (controller) 100. For
example, when a new flow detection notification message
(Packet-In) is received from the nodes 210-230, the control
message processing unit 106 requests the flow entry man-
agement unit 105 to check if the packet handling operation
(flow entry) to be applied to the new flow is registered in the
flow entry DB 101 and, if not, requests the path/action
calculation unit 104 to create a new packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry).

The control device (controller) 100 such as the one
described above may be implemented by adding at least the
statistical information management unit 102 to the Open-
Flow controller described in Non-Patent Literatures 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing the detailed configuration of
the node 210 (the configuration of the nodes 220-230 is the
same as the configuration of the node 210 and so its
description is omitted). Referring to FIG. 4, the node 210
comprises a control message transmission/reception unit 211
that communicates with the control device (controller) 100,
a flow table 212, and a packet processing unit 213. A packet
buffer, though provided in the packet processing unit 213 in
this exemplary embodiment as described in the description
below, may be omitted.

The packet processing unit 213 searches the flow table
212 for a packet handling operation (flow entry) having a
matching rule (matching key) that matches the received
packet and executes the processing contents (for example,
forwarding to a particular port, flooding, discard, etc.)
described in the action field of the packet handling operation
(flow entry). The packet processing unit 213 includes a
statistical information recording unit 214 that updates the
flow statistical information (see Counters in FIG. 7) con-
tained in the packet handling operation each time the pro-
cessing contents are executed and records the packet statis-
tical information according to the division instructed by the
statistical information management unit 102 of the control
device (controller) 100.

In addition, each time the processing contents are
executed, the packet processing unit 213 resets the timer
value in the action field of the packet handling operation
(flow entry) to the initial value (see the description of the
timeout value in Non-Patent Literature 2). The timer value
is counted down and, when the timer value reaches 0, the
packet processing unit 213 deletes the corresponding packet
handling operation.

The node 210 such as the one described above may be
implemented by adding the above-described statistical infor-
mation recording unit 214 to the OpenFlow switch described
in Non-Patent Literatures 1 and 2. In addition, the statistical
information recording unit 214 included in the packet pro-
cessing unit 213 of the node 210, such as the one described
above, may be implemented by a program executed by the
computer that configures the node 210.
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Next, the following describes the operation of this exem-
plary embodiment in detail with reference to the drawings.
FIG. 5 is a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The
arrow (solid line) and the arrow (dotted line) in FIG. 5,
which represent data packets, indicate different communi-
cations; for example, the application programs operating in
the external nodes are different between the communica-
tions.

Referring to FIG. 5, the external node 310 first transmits
a data packet to the external node 320. This packet arrives
at the node 210 to which the external node 310 is connected
(step S001).

When the data packet is received, the node 210 searches
the flow table 212 for a packet handling operation (flow
entry) that matches the received packet. However, since this
packet is the first data packet transmitted from the external
node 310 to the external node 320, there is no corresponding
packet handling operation (flow entry). Therefore, the node
210 buffers the received packet and transmits the new flow
detection notification message (Packet-In) to the control
device (controller) 100 (step S002).

Assume that this Packet-In message includes the infor-
mation necessary for creating the matching rule (matching
key) of a new packet handling operation (flow entry) (for
example, MAC address, IP address, and port number (those
of both transmission source and transmission destination))
as well as the packet receiving port information. Although it
is assumed in the this exemplary embodiment that the node
210 buffers the received packet and transmits only the
information, necessary for creating the matching rule
(matching key), to the control device (controller) 100, the
node 210 may also transmit the received packet itself to the
control device (controller) 100.

When the Packet-In message is received, the control
device (controller) 100 determines the matching rule
(matching key) of the packet handling operation (flow entry)
and the timer value and calculates the forwarding path of the
data packet to be transmitted from the external node 310 to
the external node 320. In the description below, it is assumed
that the path, via which the packet is forwarded from the
node 210 to the node 220 and then to the node 230 as shown
in FIG. 2, as well as the action for forwarding the packet
along this path, is calculated as the result of the path
calculation.

In the description below, it is assumed that the control
device (controller) 100 has created a matching rule (match-
ing key) that matches any value of the destination/source
port number (wildcard is used) if the destination/source
MAC address, destination/source IP address, and receiving
port information match those of a data packet.

The control device (controller) 100 uses the matching rule
(matching key), action, and timer value to create the packet
handling operation (flow entry) of the nodes 210-230 on the
calculated path and sets the created packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) in the nodes (step S003). At this time, to
monitor the communication status more in detail, the control
device (controller) 100 sets the processing rule packet
handling operation (flow entry) in an arbitrary node on the
path (node 230 in this example) and notifies the node about
a statistical information recording division by specifying a
field of the matching rule (matching key) not used for
matching or an arbitrary field in a higher-level layer.

In the description below, assume that the contents of the
instruction on the statistical information recording division
are that, if a data packet having a different destination port
number and/or source port number is transmitted or
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received, the statistical information is to be recorded dis-
tinctively assuming that the transmission or reception is a
different communication.

After the packet handling operation (flow entry) has been
set in the nodes 210-230, the node 210 forwards the buffered
packet according to the packet handling operation (flow
entry) that is newly set. Because the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) has already been set in the nodes 220 and
230 on the forwarding path of this packet, the packet is
forwarded to the node 220 and then to node 230 and arrives
at the external node 320 (steps S004-1 to S004-3). When the
packet is forwarded, the node 210 and the node 220 update
the flow statistical information (Counters) of the packet
handling operation (flow entry). On the other hand, the node
230 that received the instruction on the statistical informa-
tion recording division records the statistical information
subdivided according to the instructed recording division.

After that, each time a data packet is forwarded between
the external nodes 310 and 320, the nodes 210-230 update
the flow statistical information or the statistical information
(S005-1 to S005-4).

To confirm the detailed communication amount, the con-
trol device (controller) 100 transmits a statistical informa-
tion collection message, which specifies the packet handling
operation (flow entry), to the node 230 at a predetermined
time interval and receives the statistical information,
recorded according to the corresponding packet handling
operation (flow entry) and the instructed recording division,
from the corresponding node 230 (step S006). At this point
of time, the statistical information on one type of commu-
nication (for example, destination port number=A) is trans-
mitted to the control device (controller) 100.

Next, the external node 310 transmits a data packet of
another communication to the external node 320 (step
S014-1). Because this communication is different from the
previous communication in which the packet handling
operation (flow entry) described above was set, it is assumed
that this data packet has the same destination/source MAC
address and the same destination/source IP address as those
of a data packet of the previous communication but has a
destination port number and/or source port number different
from that of a data packet of the previous communication.

The packet handling operation (flow entry) that matches
this data packet is already registered in the flow table 212 of
the nodes 210-230 and, therefore, the nodes 210-230 for-
ward the packet to the next hop according to the respective
the packet handling operation (flow entry) (step S014-2 to
S014-4). In this case, too, the node 210 and node 220 update
the flow statistical information (Counters) of the packet
handling operation (flow entry) when forwarding the packet,
whereas the node 230, to which the instruction on the
statistical information recording division was issued, iden-
tifies that the communication is a different communication
based on the statistical information recording division (for
example, destination port number=B) and records the sta-
tistical information accordingly.

After that, when the control device (controller) 100 trans-
mits a statistical information collection message, which
specifies the packet handling operation (flow entry), to the
node 230 to confirm the detained communication amount,
the node 230 transmits the statistical information recorded
according to the packet handling operation (flow entry) and
the instructed recording division (step S016). At this point of
time, the statistical information recorded respectively for the
two types of communication (for example, destination port
number=A, destination port number=B) is transmitted to the
control device (controller) 100.
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As described above, this exemplary embodiment allows
statistical information on any location to be collected at any
granularity level without having to increase the number of
packet handling operation (flow entries) that are set in the
nodes 210-230, that is, the number of packet handling
operation (flow entries) managed by the control device
(controller) 100. For example, the flow statistical informa-
tion at about the same granularity level as that described in
Non-Patent Literatures 1 and 2 may be collected by setting
a statistical information collection policy for each packet
handling operation (flow entry) while, on the other hand,
more detailed statistical information may be collected for
another packet handling operation (flow entry). Further-
more, path recalculation or packet handling operation (flow
entry) aggregation based on the statistical information col-
lected for each flow will help to offer more flexible com-
munication services.

This exemplary embodiment decreases the number of
packet handling operation (flow entries) that are set in the
nodes 210-230 and, therefore, reduces the size of the storage
area of the packet handling operation (flow entry) of the
nodes 210-230 and the processing time required for the
search processing, thus preventing the packet forwarding
ability from being degraded.

In addition, this exemplary embodiment decreases the
number of packet handling operation (flow entries) that are
set in the nodes 210-230 and, therefore, reduces the man-
agement load that may be involved in rewriting the packet
handling operation (flow entry), for example, when the
network topology is changed due to a network failure or
network maintenance.

Although the two communications, in which the destina-
tion port number and/or source port number is different
between the two, are assumed to be different communica-
tions and the statistical information is collected in the above
description, some other fields (for example, the VLAN ID
field or an arbitrary field in a higher-level layer) may also be
specified as a field for the statistical information recording
division. Furthermore, though the instruction on the statis-
tical information recording division is issued only to the
node 230 on the path in the above description, the same or
different statistical information recording division may also
be specified for another node to collect the recording result.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in which some functions are
added to the nodes 210-230 in the first exemplary embodi-
ment described above. The configuration of this exemplary
embodiment is similar to that of the first exemplary embodi-
ment described above except that the function to notify a
control device (controller) 100 about the start or end of
statistical information recording is added to a packet pro-
cessing unit 213 of the nodes 210-230. The following
describes the exemplary embodiment with focus on the
difference in the operation.

Next, the following describes the operation of this exem-
plary embodiment in detail with reference to the drawings.
FIG. 6 is a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The
arrow (solid line) and the arrow (dotted line) in FIG. 6,
which represent data packets, indicate different communi-
cations; for example, the application programs operating in
the external nodes are different between the communica-
tions.
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Referring to FIG. 6, an external node 310 first transmits
a data packet to an external node 320. This packet arrives at
the node 210 to which the external node 310 is connected
(step S101).

After that, the processing to the step, in which the control
device (controller) 100 sets a packet handling operation
(flow entry) in the nodes 210-230, is the same as that in the
first processing and therefore the description (steps S102 to
S103) is omitted here. In the description below, too, assume
that the contents of an instruction on a statistical information
recording division that is issued to the node 230 are that, if
a data packet having a different destination port number
and/or source port number is transmitted or received, the
statistical information is to be recorded distinctively assum-
ing that the transmission or reception is a different commu-
nication.

After the packet handling operation (flow entry) has been
set in the nodes 210-230, the node 210 forwards the buffered
packet according to the packet handling operation (flow
entry) that is newly set. Because the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) has already been set in the nodes 220 and
230 on the forwarding path of this packet, the packet is
forwarded to the node 220 and then to node 230 and arrives
at the external node 320 (steps S104-1 to S104-3). When the
packet is forwarded, the node 210 and the node 220 update
the flow statistical information (Counters) of the packet
handling operation (flow entry). On the other hand, the node
230, to which the instruction on the statistical information
recording division was issued, records the statistical infor-
mation according to the instructed recording division and
notifies the control device (controller) 100 that the recording
of the statistical information has been started (step S104-5).

This statistical information recording start notification is
assumed to include such information as the destination/
source MAC address, destination/source IP address, and
destination/source port number of the packet at which the
recording of the statistical information is started. The control
device (controller) 100 is able to determine the start or end
of the statistical information collection based on the infor-
mation included in the statistical information recording start
notification.

After that, each time a data packet is forwarded between
the external nodes 310 and 320, the nodes 210-230 update
the flow statistical information or the statistical information
(step S105-1 to S105-4).

Upon receiving the statistical information recording start
notification, the control device (controller) 100 transmits a
statistical information collection message, which specifies
the packet handling operation (flow entry), to the node 230
and receives the statistical information, recorded according
to the corresponding packet handling operation (flow entry)
and the instructed recording division, from the correspond-
ing node 230 (step S106). At this point of time, the statistical
information on one type of communication (for example,
destination port number=A) is transmitted to the control
device (controller) 100.

Next, the external node 310 transmits a data packet of
another communication to the external node 320 (step
S107-1). Because this communication is different from the
previous communication in which the packet handling
operation (flow entry) described above was set, it is assumed
that this data packet has the same destination/source MAC
address and the same destination/source IP address as those
of a data packet of the previous communication but has a
destination port number and/or source port number different
from that of a data packet of the previous communication.
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As in the first exemplary embodiment described above,
the packet handling operation (flow entry) that matches this
data packet is already registered in the flow table 212 of the
nodes 210-230 and, therefore, the nodes 210-230 forward
the packet to the next hop according to the respective packet
handling operation (flow entry) (step S107-2 to S107-4). In
this case, too, the node 210 and node 220 update the flow
statistical information (Counters) of the processing rule
packet handling operation (flow entry) when forwarding the
packet, whereas the node 230, to which the instruction on the
statistical information recording division was issued, iden-
tifies the instructed recording division, that is, a different
communication (for example, destination port number=B),
and records the statistical information accordingly. In addi-
tion, the node 230 notifies the control device (controller) 100
that the recording of the different statistical information has
been started (step S107-5).

After that, each time data packets of two communications
are forwarded between the external nodes 310 and 320, the
nodes 210-230 update the flow statistical information or the
statistical information respectively (step S108-1 to S109-4).

Upon receiving the statistical information recording start
notification, the control device (controller) 100 transmits a
statistical information collection message, which specifies
the packet handling operation (flow entry), to the node 230
and receives the statistical information, recorded according
to the corresponding packet handling operation (flow entry)
and the instructed recording division, from the correspond-
ing node 230 (step S110). At this point of time, the statistical
information on the two types of communication described
above (for example, destination port number=A, destination
port number=B) are transmitted respectively to the control
device (controller) 100.

After that, upon detecting the end of the communication
started in step S101, the node 230 transmits the statistical
information recording end notification to the control device
(controller) 100 (step S111). This statistical information
recording end notification includes the destination/source
MAC address, destination/source IP address, and destina-
tion/source port number of the packets of the communica-
tion that is ended. The control device (controller) 100 is able
to determine the start or end of statistical information
collection based on the information included in the statistical
information recording end notification.

There are many ways for the node 230 to detect the end
of communication. For example, when the recording of
statistical information is started, the timer is started for the
statistical information in the same manner the timer value in
the action field of the packet handling operation (flow entry)
is used and, if a packet belonging to one type of commu-
nication is not received for a predetermined period of time,
the node 230 judges that the communication has ended.

After that, when the communication started in step S107
is also ended after steps S112-1 to S112-4, the timer value
of the packet handling operation (flow entry) reaches 0.
When the corresponding packet handling operation (flow
entry) is deleted, the node 230 transmits the statistical
information recording end notification for the communica-
tion started in step S107 and the packet handling operation
(flow entry) deletion notification to the control device (con-
troller) 100 (steps S114 and S115).

In addition to the effect of the first exemplary embodi-
ment, the statistical information collection time of the con-
trol device (controller) 100 may be optimized (the statistical
information collection operation may be controlled) in this
exemplary embodiment as described above. Although both
the start and the end of statistical information recording are
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notified to the control device (controller) 100 in the exem-
plary embodiment described above, one of them may also be
notified.

While the preferred exemplary embodiments of the pres-
ent invention have been described, it is to be understood that
the present invention is not limited to the exemplary
embodiments above and that further modifications, replace-
ments, and adjustments may be added without departing
from the basic technical concept of the present invention.
The control device (controller) 100 in the exemplary
embodiments above may be implemented as a dedicated
server, and the nodes 210-230 may be implemented by the
OpenFlow switch described above as well as by a router in
an [P network or an MPLS (Multi-Protocol Label Switching)
switch on an MPLS network. The present invention may be
applied also to a network where a server integrally manages
the nodes in the network.

As the statistical information collection messages for-
warded between the control device (controller) 100 and the
nodes 210-230 in the exemplary embodiments above, the
Stats-Req message and the Stats-Rsp message described in
Non-Patent Literature 2 may be used. As the statistical
information recording start notification and the statistical
information recording end notification, notified from a node
to the control device (controller) 100 in the second exem-
plary embodiment above, vendor-defined messages
described in Non-Patent Literature 2 may be used.

Although the control device (controller) 100 issues an
instruction on a statistical information recording division
and collects statistical information in the exemplary embodi-
ments above, a configuration is also possible in which a
device other than the control device (controller) 100 issues
an instruction on a statistical information recording division
and collects statistical information.

Although an instruction on a recording division is issued
by additionally specifying a wildcard-included part of the
matching rule (matching key) of the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) in the exemplary embodiment above, the
instruction on a statistical information recording division
may also be issued in some other method. For example, it is
also possible to specify an arbitrary field in a higher layer as
the recording division.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is applicable to a carrier network
system. The present invention is applicable also to a system
where charges are billed according to the communication
status.

Finally, the following summarizes the preferred exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention.

First Mode

See the communication system in a first aspect above.

Second Mode

The communication system according to the first mode
wherein the statistical information recording unit can record
statistical information according to a division more subdi-
vided than the matching rule.

Third Mode

The communication system according to the second mode
wherein the statistical information recording division can be
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indicated by specifying a header field when the packet
handling operation is set, the header field being a field in the
matching rule not used for matching.

Fourth Mode

The communication system according to one of the first to
third modes wherein the node can end recording of the
statistical information if a packet, for which the statistical
information is to be recorded, is not received for a prede-
termined time.

Fifth Mode

The communication system according to one of the first to
fourth modes wherein the node can notify the statistical
information collection device that the recording of the
statistical information is started or ended and, based on the
notification, the statistical information collection device
controls a collection operation of the statistical information.

Sixth Mode

The communication system according to one of the first to
fifth modes wherein the statistical information collection
device can operates also as a control device that sets the
packet handling operation in the node.

Seventh Mode

The communication system according to one of the first to
sixth modes wherein information in a header or a data area
of a higher-level layer may be specified as the statistical
information recording division.

Eighth Mode
See the node in a second aspect above.
Ninth Mode

The node according to the eighth mode wherein the
statistical information recording unit can records statistical
information according to a division more subdivided than
the matching rule.

Tenth Mode

The node according to the ninth mode wherein the sta-
tistical information recording division can be indicated by
specifying a header field when the packet handling operation
is set, the header field being a field in the matching rule not
used for matching.

Eleventh Mode

The node according to one of the eighth to tenth modes
wherein the node can ends recording of the statistical
information if a packet, for which the statistical information
is to be recorded, is not received for a predetermined time.

Twelfth Mode

The node according to one of the eighth to eleventh modes
wherein said node can notify the statistical information
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collection device, which collects the statistical information,
that the recording of the statistical information is started or
ended.

Thirteenth Mode

The node according to one of the eighth to twelfth modes
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the statistical information
recording division.

Fourteenth Mode

See the statistical information collection device in a third
aspect above.

Fifteenth Mode

The statistical information collection device according to
the fourteenth mode wherein the statistical information
collection device can operates also as a control device that
sets the processing rule packet handling operation in the
node.

Sixteenth Mode

See the statistical information collection method in a
fourth aspect above.

Seventeenth Mode

See the program in a fifth aspect above.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

100 Control device (controller)

100A Statistical information collection device
101 Flow entry database (flow entry DB)

102 Statistical information management unit
103 Topology management unit

104 Path/action calculation unit

105 Flow entry management unit

106 Control message processing unit

107 Node communication unit

210-230 Nodes

211 Control message transmission/reception unit
212 Flow table

213 Packet processing unit

214 Statistical information recording unit
310-320 External node

What is claimed is:

1. A communication system comprising:

a node comprising:

a packet processing unit that processes a received packet
according to a packet handling operation, the packet
handling operation defining a matching rule and pro-
cessing of a packet that matches the matching rule; and

a statistical information recording unit that records first
statistical information on a packet according to a first
division, which is similar with the matching rule; and

a statistical information collection device that issues an
instruction on a second division, different from the
matching rule to said node and collects second statis-
tical information according to the second division,
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wherein said statistical information collection device
issues an instruction to the statistical information
recording unit of said node separately from the packet
handling operation,

said statistical information recording unit records the
second statistical information according to said instruc-
tion, and

said statistical information recording unit sends, to a
statistical information collection device, end notifica-
tion indicating said recording of said first and second
statistical information ends if said received packet is
not received for a predetermined time.

2. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein said statistical information recording unit records
the second statistical information according to the second
division more subdivided than the matching rule.

3. The communication system as defined by claim 2,
wherein the second division is indicated by specifying a
header field when the packet handling operation is set, the
header field being a field in the matching rule not used for
matching.

4. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein said node ends recording of the second statistical
information if a packet, for which the statistical information
is to be recorded, is not received for a predetermined time.

5. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein said node notifies said statistical information col-
lection device that the recording of the second statistical
information is started or ended and, based on the notifica-
tion, said statistical information collection device controls a
collection operation of the second statistical information.

6. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the second division.

7. A node comprising:

a packet processing unit that processes a received packet
according to a packet handling operation, the packet
handling operation defining a matching rule and pro-
cessing of a packet that matches the matching rule;

a statistical information recording unit that records first
statistical information on a packet according to a first
division, which is similar with the matching rule;

a statistical information collection device that issues an
instruction on a second division, different from the
matching rule to said node and collects second statis-
tical information according to the second division,

wherein said statistical information collection device
issues an instruction to the statistical information
recording unit of said node separately from the packet
handling operation,

said statistical information recording unit records the
second statistical information according to said instruc-
tion, and

said statistical information recording unit sends, to a
statistical information collection device, end notifica-
tion indicating said recording of said first and second
statistical information ends if said received packet is
not received for a predetermined time.

8. A statistical information collection device that issues an
instruction on the second division, different from the match-
ing rule, to the node as defined by claim 7, as a statistical
information recording division and collects the second sta-
tistical information according to the second division.

9. A statistical information collection method comprising:

issuing, by a statistical information collection device, an
instruction on a second division, different from a
matching rule, to a node as a statistical information
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recording division, said statistical information collec-
tion device connected to said node comprising a packet
processing unit that processes a received packet accord-
ing to a packet handling operation, the handling opera-
tion defining the matching rule and processing of a
packet that matches the matching rule;

recording, by said node, a first statistical information on

a packet according to a first division, which is similar
with the matching rule; and

collecting, by said statistical information collection

device, the second statistical information according to
the second division,

wherein said statistical information collection device

issues an instruction to the statistical information
recording unit of said node separately from the packet
handling operation,

said node records the second statistical information

according to said instruction, and

said statistical information recording unit sends, to a

statistical information collection device, end notifica-
tion indicating said recording of said first and second
statistical information ends if said received packet is
not received for a predetermined time.

10. A program stored in a non-transitory computer read-
able medium that causes a computer to perform processing,
said computer configuring a node comprising:

processing, by a packet processing unit, a received packet

according to a packet handling operation, the packet
handling operation defining a matching rule and pro-
cessing of a packet that matches the matching rule;

processing of recording first statistical information on a

packet according to a first division, which is similar
with the matching rule, according to an instruction
from a predetermined statistical information collection
device; and

issuing, by a statistical information collection device, an

instruction on a second division, according to which the
second statistical information is to be recorded, to said
node and collects the second statistical information
according to the second division, wherein said statis-
tical information collection device issues an instruction
to said node separately from the packet handling opera-
tion,

said node records the second statistical information

according to said instruction, and

said statistical information recording unit sends, to a

statistical information collection device, end notifica-
tion indicating said recording of said first and second
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statistical information ends if said received packet is
not received for a predetermined time.

11. The communication system as defined by claim 2,
wherein said node ends recording of the second statistical
information if a packet, for which the statistical information
is to be recorded, is not received for a predetermined time.

12. The communication system as defined by claim 3,
wherein said node ends recording of the second statistical
information if a packet, for which the statistical information
is to be recorded, is not received for a predetermined time.

13. The communication system as defined by claim 2,
wherein said node notifies said statistical information col-
lection device that the recording of the second statistical
information is started or ended and, based on the notifica-
tion, said statistical information collection device controls a
collection operation of the second statistical information.

14. The communication system as defined by claim 3,
wherein said node notifies said statistical information col-
lection device that the recording of the second statistical
information is started or ended and, based on the notifica-
tion, said statistical information collection device controls a
collection operation of the second statistical information.

15. The communication system as defined by claim 4,
wherein said node notifies said statistical information col-
lection device that the recording of the second statistical
information is started or ended and, based on the notifica-
tion, said statistical information collection device controls a
collection operation of the second statistical information.

16. The communication system as defined by claim 2,
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the second division.

17. The communication system as defined by claim 3,
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the second division.

18. The communication system as defined by claim 4,
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the second division.

19. The communication system as defined by claim 5,
wherein information in a header or a data area of a higher-
level layer may be specified as the second division.

20. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein said statistical information collection device issues
an instruction to the statistical information recording unit of
said node independently from the packet handling operation.

21. The communication system as defined by claim 1,
wherein the statistical information collection device deter-
mines an end of collection of the first and second statistical
information.



